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characteristics should also be present. These characteristics include that the person (1) makes 
connections between ideas that are not related to one another, (2) holds odd beliefs or engages 
in magical thinking such as a belief in telepathy, (3) experiences unusual perceptual experi-
ence, (4) engages in odd thinking and speech, (5) is suspicious, (6) shows inappropriate affect,  
(7) appears odd to others, (8) does not have close friends, and (9) shows excessive social anxiety 
that does not lessen as the situation becomes more familiar.

Brain imaging studies show a similarity between those with schizotypal personality disor-
der and schizophrenia (Asami et al., 2013). Both show a reduction of gray matter in the brain. 
However, those with schizotypal personality disorder do not show more loss of gray matter vol-
ume with age as do those with schizophrenia. It can be noted that gray matter loss is seen in those 
areas that involve the default network, which is associated with internal tasks.

CONCEPT CHECK

•• What are the primary defining characteristics of paranoid personality disorder? How do they
create a self-fulfilling prophecy in maintaining the disorder?

•• Schizoid personality is one of the least studied disorders with very little empirical research. What 
is it about the characteristics of this disorder that contributes to this?

•• How are the behaviors, thoughts, and affect in an individual with schizotypal personality disorder
similar to an individual with schizophrenia? How are they different?

Dramatic Emotional Personality Disorders
There are four personality disorders included in the dramatic emotional personality disorders 
(Cluster B) grouping: antisocial, borderline, histrionic, and narcissistic. The behavior of individ-
uals with these disorders can be dramatic and impulsive. However, as you will see, there are also 
real differences between these four disorders.

Antisocial Personality Disorder and Psychopathy
Although the media interchange the words antisocial personality disorder and psychopa-
thy, there are differences in the formal definitions of the terms. The DSM–5 criteria for antiso-
cial personality disorder emphasize the breaking of society’s rules including laws. A majority 
of individuals in prisons would qualify for this disorder. The DSM–5 criteria tend to focus on 
observable behaviors. As you will see, historically, psychopathy has been seen as an internal per-
sonality problem. It was initially referred to as moral insanity. It has been estimated that only 
about 10% to 25% of individuals with an antisocial personality disorder would be classified as 
having psychopathy. Further, not all individuals who would be described as having psychopa-
thy would show conduct disorders early in their life or have found themselves in trouble with the 
law. Psychopathy is not a formal definition of DSM–5 but has been studied in both clinical and 
research settings for a number of years.

Antisocial Personality Disorder
The DSM–5 criteria for antisocial personality disorder begin with the individual being at 
least 18 years of age. The person would also meet the requirements for a child conduct disorder 
before the age of 15. As described in the chapter on developmental disorders, child conduct 
disorder includes aggression toward animals or people, destruction of property, deception or 
stealing, and serious rule violations. The criteria for antisocial personality disorder include 
behaviors since the age of 15 such as repeated participation in illegal acts, deceitfulness, impul-
siveness, hostility and aggression, engagement in dangerous acts, irresponsible behavior, and 
absence of remorse.

Using DSM criteria, the prevalence rate for antisocial personality disorder is around 3%, 
with more males than females having the disorder. There is a high comorbidity of around 80% 
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